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- now in queſtion, granted to John Afocre, tor the ſole Printing of all Books, 


. men are Well shil'd ia the Craft and My}, ery of Printing, in all points therefore 


The CASE of the B 


IT is humbly conceived, Firſt, That the Author of every Aaznſcript 
or Copy hath + in all reaſon) as good right thereunto, as any Man 

P| hath tothe Eſtate whefein he has the molt abſolute property, 

| and conſequently the taking from bim the one (without his own | 


t) will be equivalent to the berezving him of the other, contrary to 
bis Will. * | 2 

Secondly, Thoſe who purchaſed ſuci Copies for valuable conſiderations, 
having the Authors right thereby transferred to them (and a due Licence 
and Entrance according to Law) *twill be as prejudicial to deprive them of 
the benefit of their Purchaſe, as to Diſſeiſe them of their Freehold, 

Thirdly, The Art, Craft, and Ayſtery of Printing, if it be made to ap- 
pear to be a Common Trade and Occupation, whereby many hundred F«- 
milies are maintained, then the conſequence muſt be, That the Pattent 


touching or concerning che Common Law of England, Init be a Monoply 

- Now, that it is a Common T raae, will be made evident, by conſidering, 
how, and when the Art of Prin19 came INTO this Kingdom, which wes in the 
Reign of 77.6. and yet no Patent tor Printins Law-books was granted unti! 
the Reign of Eavy. the /xth, which was about 100 years after. And not long 
after H.6. the Arc and Myltery of Printing ( being found a thing very uſeful 
for the Common-weal ) The number of Printers much encreaſed,and Printing 
improved at the Subjc&s charge, after which, they took Apprentices, and had 
Servants, and many Families were ſupported by it, and fo by the uſe and ne- 
cellity thereof, it then became a Common 7; r4de, Whereon the Subſiltance 
of many Families have ever ſince depended : Inſomuch, That by the S2ar. 


35 H.8.c.15. itis inthe preamble declared, That great numbers of E n7liſh- 


the Statnte prohibites any Forrcigners to bring im any Books bound np, and lays 
likewiſe a penalty npon any perſons that ſhall br:y any manner of Printed Bocks of 
any Forreigners by Retail. Winch Act of Parliament did not onely declare 
Printing here to be a Common Craft and 7T7adc,but likewiſe made Proviſions 
forthe encouraging of the 774d: for the future, the ſucceſs whereofis vi- 
ſible to all Men, and this preſent Partament calls Printing, An Art and Ata- 
nufaftare hich for many years hath beca in this Kingdom ; and ſays further | 
for the encouragement thereof, Be it enadted, oc. 

This beings taken for a Ground, which cannot with any Reaſon or Au- 
thority be denied, It is to be confidered, Whether the Parrent, 19 Fan. 
15 Zac. which grants to AZeere the ſole Printing of 4ll, and all manner of 
Books, which touch or concern the Common Laws of the Realm of Zng/and, 
with a Prohibition to others nor to Print, Be a Afonrp:ly, or nor? And it 
is conceived, itisa Aonoprly for theſe Reatons, 


I. /t is 2 Reftraiat of Trade; for by the ſ:me reaſon as the Ring may 
cr.nt the ſole Printing of Law-Books, by the ſ:me reaſon he may grant 
the fole Printing of all manner of Books to any perſon, which never 
any King of Zz7/4d did. In the Tiftierh year of King Ew. the Third, 
fone had procured a Pattent under the Great Seal tor the ſole Selling of 
Sweet Wines in Londim, and it was adjudged a Yi Parent, as much as 
if it had a grant for che ſole Selling of all manner of 777imes, Cocke 3 Tuſh. 
181. Note That Caſe exatlly agrees With the Caſe now in Lniſtion, and 
the Patent condemned in Parliament 

II. 1t will much inhance the Prizes of LaWw-bocks; for if the Pattentee 
ſhall havea power to reſtrain others from Printing, he may adyance 
the Rates of Books as hepleaſeth, and the rather now at this time, 
becauſe vaſt qrantitics of Law: books were bernt intholite Fire, 

111. 1f the Patenttee ſhould Engreſs the whole Trace of Frintins Lav-books, 
he may P -int the Books with bad Impreſſions, ana yer make the Snbjeft pay 
as dear for them, as for the beſt, All which particulars betore mentioned, 

are declared by the Laws ot Ergland co be incidents infe parable to all 
Amopolics, and the Caſe now in Queſtion, hath all thoſe inconvenien- 
cies attending 1t. 

Now it isto be conſidered where lies the ſtrength of the Arguments on 

the other ſide. 
ObjeR. 1. Say they, Printing was bronght in at the proper Coſts and Cha- 
gesof King Henry the Sixth, thi refore the King hath the Right. | 

Azſw. Atthe firlt invention of Printing, the Xi7g might grant it to the 


Inventor (if he hid been at the ſole Charge ) and it would be good , or 
the X;:g being at the charge, might have the new Invention at his diſpoſal : 
But when in proceſs of time, the Invention becomes 4 Common Trade, or 
Myſtery, then the Subje&s come to have an Intereſt in 1t, as it is an Occu- 
pation which ſupports many People and Families. And this is proved by 
21 fac. cap. 3. which Enacts, That of any new Invention, the Kings grant ſhall 
be 7wod but for Twenty one years. But Printing was not brought in atthe ſole 
Charge of the Kings, but at the Charge of the Xing and Sbjct, for Bi%p 
Bourchier gave 300 Marks towards1t, as appears upon Record. 

Obj. 2. They obzett the Provilo, 21 Jac.cap. 3. which provides, that that 
Statute ſhall not extend to any Letters Patents, or Grants of Privileaze hercto- 


fore made, or hereafter to be made, concerning Printing, fo they nrge, That by 


that Proviſo the Parliament ſeems to paſs their Pndaoments, that ſuch Patcits 


Were 090d, 4 
Anſw. "Tis denied that this Proviſo adds any thing to make Parents good, 


OOKSELLERS and PrinTERs Stated : with Anſwers 
to the Objections of the PATENTEE. 


vich his money ; and ſuch as he had the ſole right of diſpoſal, as, 47s of 
Parliament, Proclamations, Cc. 

3 Obj. lhey make, is, pon the Proviſo inthe late AC for Printing, which 
provides, That that Att ſhould not prejudice the juſt Rights and Priviledoes 
granted by any Letters Patents. 

Anſvv. Obſerve the Proviſo tzkes notice of the juſt Rights, ſuch as 
are conſonant to Law, butnotto any Patent which grants a 2cnopoly : be- 
ſides, the nature.of the Prowi/ois, that it will neither add any force to the Pa. 
tent, nor diminiſh ir, but leave it 2s it was before this Sratare was made. 

4 Ob}. and principal one 1s, That Printing zs at the Kings diſpiſe by his 
Prerogative ; becauſe neceſſary for the ſafety andpeace of the Realm, as it 1s 
ſa1d, Moors Rep. 673. 

Antw. That the King bath by his Prerogative the ſole diſpoſing of Printing 
all forts of Books, is not ſo much as pretended by the Patenttee : Which anſwers, 
I hat it is not rhe Kings Prerogative, for Boks of Hiſtory and Policy aſſert 
the Arcana Imperii more then the Keports of Law, which the Z:dzes upon 
all occaſions approve or condemn : and The Caſe in Afoors Reports is no Opi- 


| 2:5, but put by the by, by Council in arguing, And in caſeby reaſon of the 


charge of introducing Printing, the Crows had any Prerogative as tothe ſole 
Printing, the ſame 1s moſt graciouſly transferred by the Charter of Incorporas 
tion, and the Af of this preſent Parliament. And the Subjects uſing this 
Freedom of Printing, is no more an Inchroachment upon the Kings Prero- 
then the common uſage of molt Trades or Arts Mechanical, in their 


- 


Tate, 


ordinary way of Commerce, 
Laſtly, If rhis Parent ſhould not be condemned as. a AZ7onepely, there are 


many Families as well Bcok-ſcllcrs as Printers muſt be ruined : for the Trade 
of the moſt vendible Z::ks will be Ingrofled by the Patenrree, and ſo will have 
the true effe& of a X/cnypoly to depauperate many Families, &c, But on the 
other hand, the late A# made by this preſent P-rliamcnt hath well provi- 
ded for the ſetling ofthe Trade of Priati27,and encouragement of 7: rad:ſ- 
ca ; And for all forts of Bucks to be Printed, the Parliament hath appointed 
proper perſons for the L.icencivg of them, as for the Law, the LordChan- 
cellar, Lords chicf Fuſtices, and Lord chief Barco, tor Divinity, Archbiſhops, 
&c. Whereas, if the Parezrree ſhould enjoy this Priviledge, he will take his 
hberty and Print what Zocks he pleaſeth, without being li:ble ro the order 
and direction of the l:te 1& of this prefent Parliament, and ſo make the 4 
illuſory and of no cfkct ; for directly contrary to the ſaid A&, the Farmers 
of chis Pater did declire ro the Committee for Printiag, onthe 26th of Ofo- 
ber \aſt, That by vertue if their Patent, they may Priat Law-bocks without the 
* Licence of the Fedges, &c. And accordingly have lince the A&, Printed ma= 
ny Law-bocks without ſuch Licence as aforeſaid, and thoſe very full of Errors. 

And whereas it is ſuggeſted , That the Company of Stationers diſovyns this 
Complaint, and but three or four Beok-ſellers, and no Printers are Complai- 
ants, it is a notorious untruth, for there is hardly a Zook-/eller or Prin- 
ter { except the Farmers of the Patent, who are but Three) but what are con- 
cerned in the Compliint againſt che ſad effe&s which this Patent, if conti- 


nued, will certainly bring upon them. _ 
This Pater brings not any thing into the Kings Revenre, and Colonel 


Atkins, the preſent Patentter, hath Farmed it out but for 100/7.a year ; for 
; Which inconſiderable iumm, they endeavour the ruine of ſo many Families. 


It is alledged, That no Law-bocks were Printed from the Patent, beſrre 164.1. 
It is anſwered, That there were divers Law-bocks Printed before 1641, and 
fince the Xizgs weſt happy Reſtanraticn, by particular perſons, withour any 


r-{e to the P.rcr, ſome of which were produced before the Hennral le 
Committee for Printiz7. And whereas great quantitics of Law-bucks have 


Books lately Printed 
by the vYVatentee 
wichout Licenſe, 


* Sheppards Clerk 
of the Market 
Exa# Conſtable 
The Sollicitor 
Tryall per Pais 
Compleat Attorney 
Compleat Clerk 
Wingates Abridg- 
ment, and many 
others. 


been burncin thel:te 775re which now need Reprinting ; as Three Parts of the _ 


Lord Cohe's Tajtitzetcs, and Three Volumes of 7xdge Crok:'s Reports, and di- 
vers others , the Copies of which Books coſt thoſe who firſt Printed them 
many 100 pounds, and onely whoſe rightit is to Reprint them, zs firſt Pur- 
ctaſers: yet the ſaid Farmers of the Patent did the faid 26th of Oober, 
declare to the Committee, That by vertae of their Patent, they claimed the ole 
Printing of all Law-books, old and new, though other mens Copies. 

And to make it mo2eplaiitly appear, that this Parenc ts a very 
great Oztcvaiice, ſeveral or the Complainants having purchaſen 
te Manuſcript 02 Copy of a Law-book wait by Serjeant Rolls , Lt- 
Conced and JIeparv t92 the Prefs by the Lo2d Chief Baron Hales, 
(48d Rentitred accoding to the At ofthts Parliament.) Bought 


/ 1 great quantity of Paper to J2int the ſaid Book, and have al- 


{candy J22inten L100 Sheets; but by Urcrtiie of the Pacent, a 
S612 hath been Put to the Preſs ever fince Augult [gif anD ts yer 
Vantimued, ta the great Oamage ofthe Owners, wizo have alt- 
adv Erpcancd akove 1000 Pottnds liÞon the (aid Book. 

W hereas it isalledged, That Wingate's Abridgment is now [old for Gs. It 
5 anſwered, That before the late dreadtul Fire, it was not fold for above 5 s. 
ind until the Farmers of the Patent wrelted it out of the hands of the Pro- 
prietors, not for above FGur ſil{tngs, 

And the treaſon:ble Book ſuggeſted in the cloſe of their Caſe, [id to be 
Publiſhed by one of the Complainants as a new Book this year 1666, is a 
notorious untruth, for it was Printed in the times of the late Nebe!/:gzz, and 
not ſince, and lookt upon to be Priztcd by one of the Farmers of this Patent 
who uſed then to Write and Print Books of that nature. 

And the Honourable Committee of Parliament having upon this occaſion 


which were wid in Law; and the Lord Cookin his third 7». fol. 1835. (who 
was the principal Inſtrument in forwarding that AR) ſays, That it oncly ex- 
cepts #t ont of the penalty of tre Aft, bat leaves it of like force and effect as it was 
before. And without queſtion, the true reaſon of that Provifo was to fave the | Parliament , wh:ther the ſaia Patent ( as to the pretence of Sole Printing all 
Patents which were granted of particular Copzes, as the YNear-books, Cc. which 4+ Books tonching or concernng the Common Law of England } encht not to bs 
were made at the Kings own charge, and the Bz#le, &c. which he purchaſed | made woid ? ] 


vored the Patent (according to the pretended Extent) 9 be a 1Zonvpely. 
It is humbly ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Honourable Aſſembly of 


CASE. The Cave of the Booksellers and Printers 
Stated ; with answers to the Objections of the patentee 
(John Moore). {| 16GG.] 8. 8h. fol. C. 18. e. I. (52.) 


